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Building Sciences found that for every $1
spent on mitigation, $4 was saved in potential
disaster costs. Other corollary benefits and in-
direct savings at the local level and within the
business sector were also identified. More-
over, the Congressional Budget Office con-
firmed the cost savings of the program. Using
a different analysis, the CBO found in 2007
that for every $1 spent on mitigation, $3 was
saved in potential disaster costs.

But it is not just empirical studies that have
confirmed the benefits of this program. There
are numerous examples of flood control
projects, voluntary acquisitions of real property
located in flood zones, and the construction of
safe rooms that have saved lives and pre-
vented future damage. Areas that have experi-
enced flood damage in the past, and have
flooded again, experienced reduced or no
damage thanks to effective mitigation. For in-
stance, in lowa, pre-disaster mitigation funds
were used to purchase riverfront homes from
homeowners that had suffered flood damage
and then converted to green space. When the
area subsequently flooded again, there was
no new damage, thanks to the pre-disaster
mitigation efforts.

With today’s ongoing fiscal challenges, in-
creasingly severe storms, and escalating ef-
fects of climate change, it makes sense for
our country to prepare for these disasters now
in order to prevent or reduce damage. Smart
planning to mitigate the adverse impact of dis-
asters not only saves lives, but saves
money—especially over the long run.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy when
there were initial damage estimates in the bil-
lions of dollars, many Members from both
sides of the aisle streamed to the floor to ex-
press sympathy to the victims, as well as
decry the extent of the damage and large
costs. This program represents an opportunity
to curb similar costs in the future while also
saving lives and protecting property.

It is time to reauthorize the Pre-Disaster
Hazard Mitigation Program at a sufficient level
to make an impact. | urge my colleagues to
support this measure.
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Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 2, 2015, on Roll Call #51 on the Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 361—
Medical Preparedness Allowable Use Act, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 2, 2015, on Roll Call #52 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 615—Department of Homeland Security
Interoperable Communications Act, | am not
recorded because | was absent for medical
reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On February 2, 2015, on Roll Call #53 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 623—Social Media Working Group Act, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #54 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
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70, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #55 on H.
Res. 70, Providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 596) to repeal the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and health care-related
provisions in the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010, and for other pur-
poses, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #57 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 596,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #58 on
Passage of H.R. 596—To repeal the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and health
care-related provisions in the Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, and for
other purposes, | am not recorded because |
was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #59 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
78, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #60 on H.
Res. 78, Providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 527) Small Business Regulatory Flexi-
bility Improvements Act of 2015 and providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 50) Unfunded
Mandates Information and Transparency Act
of 2015, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #61 on
Agreeing to the Cummings of Maryland
Amendment to H.R. 50, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for medical reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #62 on
Agreeing to the Connolly of Virginia Amend-
ment to H.R. 50, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #63 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 50,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #64 on
Passage of H.R. 50—Unfunded Mandates In-
formation and Transparency Act of 2015, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-
ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #65 on
Agreeing to the Schrader of Oregon Amend-
ment to H.R. 527, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #66 on
Agreeing to the Jackson-Lee of Texas Amend-
ment to H.R. 527, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #67 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 527,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #68 on
Passage of H.R. 527—Small Business Regu-
latory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2015, |
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am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY.

——————
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
contributions of Mrs. Peggy Williams Ruffin
who dedicated her career to public service.
Mrs. Ruffin is being honored by the Gamma
Beta Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. at this year's Diamond Anniver-
sary Banquet in Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs.
Ruffin has dedicated herself to the pursuit of
social justice and the well-being of those less
fortunate and is most deserving of this rec-
ognition.

Mrs. Ruffin, who is married to Jessie Ray
Ruffin, was born on September 18, 1942, in
Wilson, North Carolina to James Williams and
the former Ida Pearl. Mrs. Ruffin graduated
from Shaw University with a Bachelor's degree
and received her Master's degree from How-
ard University in Washington, DC. Following
her education, Mrs. Ruffin worked as a med-
ical social worker and hospital supervisor.
Upon retiring from the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Human Resources, she was pre-
sented the state’s highest honor—the Order of
the Long Leaf Pine. In keeping with her self-
less contributions to others, Mrs. Ruffin cur-
rently serves as a mentor and tutor as well as
a Board Member of the Odelle W. Whitehead
Center.

Mrs. Ruffin is a Golden Member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and was initiated in
1963 while attending Shaw University as a
member of the Beta Rho chapter. She joined
the Gamma Beta Omega chapter in 1969 and
has served in many leadership positions since
then.

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Ruffin’s contributions to
our great nation are many. She is dedicated to
the service of others and her passion to im-
prove the quality of life and the well-being of
her community is self-evident. | ask my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mrs. Peggy
Ruffin on the high honor of being recognized
by the Gamma Beta Omega chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

————
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Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions to Ms. Brittany Seymore on her well-de-
served recognition as the 2014 Outstanding
Teaching Award winner.

Ms. Seymore has proven herself a leader
and a role model for her 3rd grade class in the
Rockwall ISD.

As a son of two public school teachers and
a graduate of public school myself, | know the
critical role that educators play in preparing
our children to be the leaders of tomorrow.
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